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"If I had known that/' he said, very soberly,
"I do not think that I should have had so much
confidence in you."

However, he made a report after the loss of our
ship that indicated that he still thought pretty well
of me; and on his death after the war, when he had
reached the rank of rear-admiral, he left me his
epaulets and cocked hat.

He was also quite as religious as Farragut, who
had unswerving belief in Providence as he had faith
in the righteousness of the Union cause. One of the
stories that went the rounds about Farragut was
that once after he had said grace at dinner in his
cabin he followed his amen with an outburst of
"It's hot as hell here!" The time was midsummer
on the Mississippi.

In the course of the preparations for taking New
Orleans, when every man Jack of us was hard at it
from sunrise to sunset, there was, naturally, some
profanity. The men swore over their exasperating
task, and I have no doubt that, as the director of
their efforts, I may have sworn. One day, when we
had a particularly trying job on hand, the captain
appeared on deck from his cabin, where he had been
overhearing the flow of sailor language. He looked
as if he had borne about all he could. He told me
to have all the crew lay aft. I ordered them aft.
Then he said:

"Hereafter, any officer caught swearing will be in fact
